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much to their inconvenience.   The latest instance, however, is in the
nature of a "surprise-packet".   The regulations referred to in the letter
in question, according to Mr. Abdul Gani, have been sprung upon the
community without any notice, and these regulations are, if the informa-
tion given to Mr. Abdul Gani be true, applicable to all Indians.   The
result will be that those who have arrived in South Africa, without notice
of any such regulations, will be adversely affected.    Natal may afford
them no protection, nor may the Cape.   They will have come with the
deliberate intention of entering the Transvaal, and if the regulations in
question are to be enforced, and are to have retrospective effect, they
will cause illness, trouble, expense, and worry to the persons concerned.
The least that one expects in a British colony, or any British dominion,
is that laws are framed with due deliberation and after  fair warning.
Even the self-governing colonies of the Cape or Natal, when they passed
the Immigration Restriction Laws, gave fair warning to the people con-
cerned, and then, after the legislation was passed, it was not rigorously
enforced immediately.    They gave the steamship companies, and the
community affected thereby, time to study the legislation in its actual
working.   The Cape authorities have only just given notice of their inten-
tion to fully enforce the laws, that is to say, two years after they were
passed.    In the Transvaal, they evidently believe in "rushing" things.
The Peace Preservation Ordinance is a relic of the martial law period
and, therefore, gives arbitrary authority to the Government.   The use
of such authority, during the period of war, is often justifiable, but when
there is peace in the Transvaal, to invoke the assistance of that Ordinance
against an inoffensive community, in the manner described in the letter
to which we have referred, savours very much of Russian methods rather
than of methods that are associated with the British Constitution.   When
we come to examine the regulations themselves, they are without doubt
very irksome.   The age of minority for children seems to have been sud-
denly reduced to under twelve years, and henceforth orphans, whose rela-
tives may be settled in the Transvaal, will not be allowed to enter the
Transvaal at all. Moreover, in the regulations, instead of the same official
examining the witnesses who may be produced in support of the claim of
a refugee, the authority to do so will be relegated to magistrates in the
various districts, and all refugees, even after investigation is completed,
will have to go to Pretoria in order to perform the mechanical act of recei-
ving their permits. His Excellency Lord Selborne said only the other day
to the Indian deputation that all restrictive regulations had to be reason-
able in order to be acceptable and effective.   Can such regulations  as
these, by any conceivable stretch of the imagination, be held to be rea-
sonable?
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